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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
THE PROPHET JOEL
‘The word of the Lord that came to Joel.’

Joel 1:1
There is this value in the study of Joel—that he touches nearly the whole round of the Christian year, or which is the same thing, of Christian experience. Joel is the prophet of the great repentance, of the Pentecostal gift, and of the final conflict of great principles.

He brings a message for Lent, for Whitsuntide, and for Advent. We hear the words—‘Turn ye to the Lord.’ We read of the outpouring of the Spirit, and we shall not be less earnest for missions when we recall that promise given us by Joel—‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.’ We may mark the multitudes gathered in the valley of decision.

I. Of the man himself and his ago we know practically nothing.—The man is little more than a name to us. His father was Pethuel—that is all. What manner of man?—in what rank of life?—what forces or gifts of frame he possessed?—we cannot tell. The date assigned to him has been as early as Joash, and as late as after the Exile. The tendency of recent opinion is towards the later date; but for our purpose he is Joel, the son of Pethuel; and he is nothing more to us.

This is, perhaps, the more strange because he was a successful prophet. He accomplished a remarkable moral revolution; he announced the great illumination of the Holy Spirit; he spoke of the great conflict of history. His words, so far as this goes, did not fall on dull ears. He spoke; the people heard. All classes, ages, and degrees joined in the solemn service; they adopted his words, and prayed as he bade them. His ascendancy was complete—I had almost said unique, compared with the broken and doubtful supremacy of other prophets. And yet of this successful prophet we know, as I have said, just nothing.

II. One reflection here is simple enough. What are we compared with the work?—The temple of God has to be built: stones—living stones—converted and regenerated men and women—are to form the material of that sanctuary. When the temple is built, who asks the names of the workmen who laid the separate stones? Will it not be enough for us, when we see the noble proportions and dazzling beauty of the divinely-royal building, that we have been privileged to place a single stone there? The joy of the true prophet is like that of the Baptist. He (the Lord and Master) must increase. What matter if I decrease, or I be forgotten, so long as their growth in joy is fulfilled?

Where this spirit of self-suppression is, there is power. No dim or uncertain thought mars the concentration of purpose. Feebler or more selfish natures dread to lose self,—shrink from sitting in King Arthur’s chair—but Sir Galahad saw its meaning and understood its transforming power, and how it gave in seeming to take away, and he sat within the chair where all self died away, saying, ‘If I lose myself—I find myself.’

III. Another reflection may arise from our ignorance here.—We scarcely know the date in which he lived, but this is not necessary for understanding the direction and drift of his ministry. The spiritual value of many things is independent of chronology. Doubtless if we could settle his era with accuracy we should more clearly understand some of his allusions, and enter with a more minute appreciation into the significance of some of his phrases; but the broad features of his teaching, the force, value, and method of his ministry, are singularly independent of these details.

III. What then is his message?—He teaches spiritual principles, not for an age but for all time.

(1) He is a prophet of rebuke and repentance. In this indeed he does not stand alone. Few prophets were otherwise; but Joel calls to the people, and so influences them that they gather to a great day of humiliation.

(2) The prophet gave guidance to people’s thoughts and pointed the significance of the calamity.

Mere trouble does not melt the heart or subdue the will, but startling troubles which come to disturb the monotony of indolently-expected prosperity are nevertheless messengers of the Lord. The day of calamity, if rightly understood, is the day of the Lord. Another prophet speaks the same truth. There were those who imagined that the day of the Lord could only mean prosperous times. The day of the Lord, said Amos, is darkness and not light.

The day of the Lord is described by Joel as a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness.

The calamity broke up two of the accustomed orders of life. The gifts of nature’s order—the harvest of corn and wine—are snatched away. The usages of religious order are suspended.

It is on this which the prophet fastens. True, the chains which bind the people to their God are broken; the order of natural bounties is disturbed. Heaven no longer gives food, and man deems that he can no longer win the favour of Heaven by gifts since the daily offering is cut off.

May not the suspension of the accustomed order of things be the witness to the existence of the highest order—the righteous order in which the righteous God rules?

Thus this calamity is indeed the day of the Lord! It calls man to repair the bond which is more precious than the bond of benefits or material gifts and sacrifices.

(3) Here we may pause and consider how hard it is boldly to rebuke vice in such a sort as to lead men to repentance. It is hard to maintain this power of rebuke. It is hard also to maintain the purity of this power. Rebuke of men’s sins so easily enlists the assistance of our personal feelings. When once this unholy alliance is permitted we assail men rather than men’s vices.

Bishop Boyd Carpenter.

Illustration
‘Pictorial, dramatic, awe-inspiring is the utterance of this prophet’s soul. The effect is that of soul-disturbing music—mysterious, tragic, solemnising, yet uplifting. In Joel we have a new and thrilling chapter in the age-long story of man’s sense of God. Here is a soul aflame with the vision of God’s nearness to the life of the world. The historic setting of this inspired truth-teller and his word of God may be obscure, but Joel’s vivid sense of God abides to inspire all who have ears to hear God’s varied messages to man. Be the vision twenty-three hundred or six and twenty hundred years old, the spirit of man can still be touched by its vision of God to reverence, humility, and hope.’

Verse 15
A DAY OF JUDGMENT
‘The day of the Lord is at hand.’

Joel 1:15
In the first two chapters Joel foretells, under the figure of an army, a most terrible plague of locusts. The palmer-worm, locust, cankerworm, and caterpillar are believed to have been locusts in four different stages, rather than different insects. ‘Though the primary reference be to literal insects, the Holy Spirit doubtless had in view the successive empires which assailed Judea, each worse than its predecessor, Rome being the worst.’ Note these lessons in the first chapter.

I. See God in all things—even in life’s plagues.—Either He sends them, or He permits them. ‘Shall there be evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done it?’ (Amos 3:6). This very plague had been foretold (Deuteronomy 28:38-39; Deuteronomy 28:43). And is there ever any trouble in our lives that He has not either sent or permitted? We talk of ‘chance’: the Bible never does. It speaks of God; always of Him.

II. Seek God specially in the time of trouble (Deuteronomy 28:14).—This is the one thing to do first of all, and yet how often is it our last resort, if it is even that! Trouble comes either as chastisement or as chastening—as chastisement to correct; or as chastening to strengthen, educate, and beautify the obedient. In either case, the great end may be lost if we do not run to God in our sorrow, and ask directly of Him all the questions that pertain to it; and what a loss is that—to lose one’s affliction, to suffer all in vain! This is the one hope for us. We must gather before God in confession and prayer. We must cry to God for ourselves, and must plead with Him in intercession for others (Deuteronomy 28:14; Deuteronomy 28:19). It will never do to continue as we are in the hopelessness of despair, or in a fatuous surrender to our misfortunes.

Illustration
‘Israel was still a kingdom when Joel prophesied; and as with Hosea, so with him, there are abundant allusions to the natural scenery and agricultural processes of the Land of Promise. How much do the children of the city miss in their aloofness from the illuminated missal of nature! Their speech is poorer for lack of the simple but beautiful images which adorn the language of a student of God’s oldest Bible.’

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 12
THE DISCIPLINE OF LENT
(For Ash Wednesday)

‘Turn ye unto Me [saith the Lord] with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning.’

Joel 2:12 (R.V.)

For whom is Lent ordained? Not merely for the warning of open sinners. Lenten Services have little attraction for them. But Lent is ordained as part of the regular orderly course of each year’s life of a Christian man. Why do it every year as it comes round, and call upon them to mourn and weep, and fast and lament?—to afflict at once the body and the soul, and all this as a part of their Christian lives? There are several steps in our answer.

I. It is not merely that none of us is perfect.—The reason is that in each one of us is planted a domestic enemy. It is not merely that we commit sins. It is that in us there is Sin. We bear about us a tainted nature.

Thus, for every one who is trying to lead a Christian life, there is a perpetual need of keeping under the old nature. Youth has one sort of temptation, manhood another, age another. Never, while life lasts, does Lent come amiss; never is it unnecessary to the Christian who is striving after that holiness without which he can never see His Lord in the eternal Easter.

Why, then, in that case does not Lent last all the year round? The answer is not difficult, and it brings us to the second step in our consideration. For—

II. Secondly, Lent properly observed, will stamp upon our hearts and consciences, for a good while, the solemn sense of the strife between the Flesh and the Spirit, so that it will not die out if we are conscientious and careful.—Like the soldier’s drill, a certain quantity of it is enough for a while. But, then, after a while he must repeat it, or the effect dies out. We want our annual Lents to stamp again and again on our Consciences the sense that there is this deadly enemy—the Flesh—within us, which wants ever keeping down. This is why Lent lasts so long. And it is the longest season of the Christian year, because this matter of subduing the Flesh to the Spirit is the greatest difficulty of all in the Christian life. We all want the Christian soldier’s drill in the practice of self-subdual, and Lent is the time when we are called to our annual self-recollection, and the practice of subjugating our wayward moods and roving tempers to the firm hand of the renewed and spiritual being.

III. Thirdly, it is only natural and right that such a season should be one of some self-denials.—Some self-denial is not only right, but it is the natural instinct of the devout soul. It is the natural and spontaneous instinct of true Christianity. For true Christianity lies in love and sympathy with Christ our Lord.

The incoming of the Spirit will be signalised by some subdual of the Flesh, some marked taming of the natural desires, either those of the indulgent flesh, or of the ambitious mind, or of the merry heart. It was so with our Lord after His Baptism, when the Spirit drove him apart from men to the long Lent in the Wilderness. It will be so with us after every marked working of the Spirit upon our souls.

Illustration
‘The most striking part of the book is that in which the locust invasion is described. What are we to understand by these locusts? The answer to this question differs as widely as to that concerning the date of the prophecy. Some hold (and this is becoming more and more the general opinion) that the locusts are real, and that the prophet describes an actual locust invasion. Others, believing that the nations summoned for judgment in chapter Joel 3:2 (A.V. ch. Joel 3:2) are represented by the locusts in the previous chapters, explain the references to the locusts allegorically. The creatures are not real, but figurative. What is before the prophet’s mind is the world-powers opposed to the Church, which are allowed to oppress and desolate the Church for a time, but in the end (as in the last chapter of the book) are taken in hand by Jehovah and disposed of. A third opinion is that the locusts are neither real nor figurative, but apocalyptic—a sort of supernatural creatures, which may fitly find a place in a vision of the last things, corresponding to the locusts in the New Testament Apocalypse (cf. Revelation 9:2-11). Now, it should be noted that, if the locusts are not real, the prophecy has no direct application to the prophet’s contemporaries, or to the condition of the Church in his day. It is quite true that the prophecy contains a call to repentance of a serious character. It is also plain that the locust invasion supplies the only reason for this appeal suggested by the narrative. But if the allegorical or apocalyptical explanation of the locusts is accepted, there is, of course, no actual invasion by locusts, and the appeal to repentance vanishes into thin air.’

Verse 25
THE LOCUST-EATEN YEARS RESTORED
‘And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten.’

Joel 2:25
I. The coming of the locusts was a day of the Lord; a day of darkness and gloominess; a day of clouds and of thick darkness; a day of bustle and heartrending calamity, of which fathers would tell their children, and children to the generations yet unborn.—And as all things are double, one against another,—as the types of the physical have their antitypes in the spiritual world,—so is there not something of which the locusts are an emblem, and which is yet more terrible than they,—a mysterious something, at which in our healthy state we shudder, as though an evil spirit passed us by in the darkness? The fall of the first accursed locust on the smiling plain is not one-tenth part so awful as the first little cloud of evil that flung its shadow over the innocence of a still youthful life.

II. Thickly as the locust-swarms may be over our past years, utterly as they may have wasted a vain and misguided boyhood, or a passionate foolish youth, yet the very worst of us need not despair. For what cause is it that God gives us the gift of time, if it be not that we may repent therein? Once more sow the seed, and plant the vineyard in the furrows of the contaminated soil. Poor may be the aftermath, scant the gleaning of grapes upon life’s topmost branches, that may be left for thee, yet do thou thy best to redeem these from the locust-swarm. The Holy One Who inhabiteth eternity reaches to us out of His eternity the fingers of a man’s hand, and touches into green life again the years that the locust hath eaten. Even the memory of guilt He will alleviate. Sometimes, as we float down the river of life, memory flashes up from the hidden depths, and the dark wave is peopled with the innumerable faces of once-forgotten sins which menace us from the waters and prophesy of death. But God can enable us to gaze unshudderingly on these faces, and say with thankful emotion, ‘These sins are not mine; they were mine, but they are forgiven.’

Dean Farrar.

Illustration
‘Bishop Moule has said, “If your ‘years’ have lately proved bare and fruitless for the Lord, what does conscience denote as the cause? If this past year, perhaps, has been such, a year which you cannot help contrasting with the green and prosperous landscape of some previous years of your converted life, how has it come about? Seldom, if we seriously take the question up, shall we fail of an answer. I remember a time in my own life when a year of rich and well-remembered blessing, deep and solid, was followed by a very ‘lean’ year, sadly cold and barren. And I am perfectly conscious that the immediate cause was an undue, self-chosen, self-indulgent devotion of time to a certain mental interest, perfectly pure and good in itself, but out of keeping with God’s work for me just at that season. It so possessed the mind and interests that not only did prayer and Bible study suffer, but the common duties of life received a less thorough attention than was right. And so conscious love to Christ waned, and with it, inevitably, love to the souls of others. And many a secret advantage did the tempter take when he found that ‘the Prince Emmanuel’ was not in full residence in the ‘castle of Mansoul.’ It was a year that the locusts settled upon; the locusts of sin, and then of chastening trouble.”’

Verse 26
GOD’S PEOPLE UNASHAMED
‘And My people shall never he ashamed.’

Joel 2:26
There are three respects in which the promise of our text may be regarded as applying to those who answer to the description of the people of God. The believer has no cause to be ashamed: (1) When he searches into himself; (2) when he stands before the world; (3) when he stands before God.

I. It is proved by daily experience that, when his own heart is laid open to a man, he shrinks from the scene of foulness and deformity, and could not endure, for any consideration, that others should see him in the light in which he now sees himself. He cannot look into a single recess of his heart without finding fresh cause for confusion of face; inasmuch as the more he knows himself, the more he sees of his moral uncleanness, the more he ascertains that he is everything at which he should blush, and has nothing in which he should trust. The conscience of the believer may charge him with many offences, and bring him in guilty of much that is at variance with the law of God, but if he have respect unto all God’s commandments, conscience may produce the catalogue, and yet not put him to shame. Conscience can have nothing with which to rebuke him, and therefore he can have nothing to be ashamed of at the tribunal of conscience, if he have not sinned in contempt of its remonstrances, and if he has shown a heartfelt repentance for sins committed.

II. Nothing but a clear conscience will enable us to look the world calmly and fearlessly in the face.—The people of God must carry religion with them into every business of life, and see that all scenes are pervaded by its influence. They must have respect unto all the commandments; to make exceptions is to make a breach by which shame comes in. And if it be their endeavour to keep all the commandments, we know not why Christians should not bear themselves with that lofty dignity which no calumny can disturb.

III. The people of God need not be ashamed when brought into the presence of God.—They have respect unto all God’s commandments, and amongst these, from the first, have been reckoned the commandments which relate to faith. Here we have the groundwork of confidence before God, notwithstanding our own insufficiency. If there be respect to that commandment which enjoins that we take Christ as our surety, and depend on His merits, what cause remains for shame,—even though it be the High and Holy One that inhabiteth eternity in Whose presence we stand? ‘Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect?’

—Canon Melvill.

Illustration
‘How does God heal the evil past? He cannot destroy every trace of it. He cannot obliterate it. How, then, does He restore it? For one thing, He pardons me. When I have wronged a friend, it lies with him to forgive; and not until he has forgiven can I be rid of the dread that he may exact some reprisals. The God Whom I have grieved, as I have grieved no earthly friend, forgives me. He does it in a Godlike way—fully, unconditionally, for ever and ever. He does it because His Son endures for me the uttermost sentence of His law, and makes my justification absolutely sure. This is not all. He remoulds me. He gives me a second nature, a clean heart, a purged and quickened life. He comes Himself, in the person of His Holy Spirit, and dwells within me: and thus I am turned by a supernatural strength from my old unprofitableness. Rooting out the evil, He plants the good in its room; He enables me to reach forth towards that which is before. The hill is hard to climb, but God is for me, and the sun-crowned peak can be attained. There is still something else. He will glorify me by and by. There remaineth a rest for His people. Even there my sin will not pass from my memory, But, because of the memory, my praises will be louder, and my thankfulness will be deeper, and my labours will be more abundant.’

Verse 28
YOUTHFUL SEERS
‘Your young men shall see visions.’

Joel 2:28
I long and pray for the young men who see visions. Never were they more needed than just now.

I. There is the vision for the personal life.—It is the dream of a character in which manliness and brotherliness and godliness join hands.

II. There is the vision for the Church life.—It is the vision of a Church absolutely surrendered in love and devotion to her Lord. Let me pray, and pray, that soon the children of God may be roused from their dullness and lethargy, to grapple with great problems, to achieve great deeds.

III. There is the vision for the national life.—It is Savonarola’s vision for Florence, Oliver Cromwell’s for England, Andrew Melville’s for Scotland, William Bradford’s and William Brewster’s for America. If I cherish it, it will mean that I am fighting against all that is vicious in our modern civilisation. God gird me for the battle!

IV. There is the vision for the world-wide life.—It is the vision of a world every part of which has heard the Gospel of God’s grace. I cannot harbour the glorious dream without myself being the missionary of Jesus either at home or abroad.

Only let the Spirit be poured out, and to-day as of old our young men shall see visions.

Illustration
‘The Mystics said that there were three stages on the road to sainthood—Purification, Illumination, Union. Up to each of these stages it is the task and the joy of the Holy Ghost to conduct me.

He purifies. He disciplines me, He ennobles me, until I am changed into the image and the stainlessness of my Lord.

And He illumines. Especially does He make the Bible shine as with the light of a transfiguration. He who was the Book’s Author is its Expositor.

And He unites. It is the crowning mystery and the consummate gladness. He infuses into me a life which is nothing lower and nothing less than the life of Jesus Christ. I think my Master’s thoughts. I throb with my Master’s purposes. I bring my Master back in miniature to the world.’

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 14
THE VALLEY OF DECISION
‘Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision.’

Joel 3:14
What an impressive scene is that which engages the attention and awakens the astonishment of the prophet! It is that of a great multitude suddenly convened. The astonishment with which he is filled finds expression in the cry which here proceeds from his lips—‘Multitudes! multitudes!’ He sees them flocking from all quarters—he sees them meeting in one place. There is something very impressive in the sight of a great multitude. But what is the vastest assemblage ever gathered together on earth compared with the multitude which shall assemble on the great day of account? That will be a multitude which no man can number—all nations and peoples and kindreds and tongues, all the successive generations of men are then to be gathered together. But the word rendered multitudes has been rendered tumult, the din, the confused tumultuous noise which we may conceive of as arising from so great a multitude thus suddenly convened. And we can well imagine that this sound which smites upon the prophet’s ear is the roar of terror as well as of confusion. There they are gathered together in a valley, the mountains and the rocks are rising up around them and shutting them in, there is no escape,—all the circumstances are such as to awaken alarm, and to declare that the day of the Lord has indeed come.

I. The prophet reveals the purpose contemplated in this assembling of the nations.—This purpose is declared or suggested by the place and time of this assembly, as here stated by Joel. The place is the valley of Jehoshaphat, the place of judgment, the valley where the Lord sits to judge; and in the passage indicated at the head of this paper the place is spoken of as the valley of decision, the judgment executed there will be final and decisive. The word has also been rendered the distribution of judgment—the passing of judgment severally on all according to their deserts,—an idea which is in full accordance with the teaching of Scripture elsewhere. It will be the valley of the distribution of judgment—there will be the judgment not only of all, but of each, though the multitude is so great, and seems so confused, every man is to be judged;—no one will lose himself in the crowd.

II. The time referred to also calls up the idea of judgment—it is the day of the Lord.—‘The day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision’; the day wherein He will certainly execute judgment upon all His enemies. Every day is, in a sense, a day of judgment; but we are taught both by our own consciences and the Word of God to look forward to the day of judgment,—the great and terrible day. God hath appointed a day, a fixed and definite time, when He will judge. This day of the Lord is always spoken of as near. With the Lord the estimate of time is not such as we form; with Him a thousand years are as one day, and one day as a thousand years. The day of the Lord is fixed, the time is uncertain only to us; it will come when the world is ripe for it.

III. This time, this day of judgment will be, the prophet teaches us, a day of terror to the wicked, but it will be a joyful day to the Lord’s people; it will be the day of their deliverance, because the day of the entire and final destruction of their spiritual enemies. And on that day they shall know, as they have never known before, that the Lord is their God, dwelling in Zion His holy mountain; and they shall know this, and others shall know this, because of what is then done, and the way in which the Church, long oppressed, is made at last gloriously to triumph over all her foes.

Illustration
‘The scene of the great transaction described is laid in a valley, which is spoken of as the valley of Jehoshaphat, and also as the valley of decision. The literal valley of Jehoshaphat is a small and narrow valley in the immediate neighbourhood of Jerusalem, and is distinguished by that name because there, by the miraculous aid of God, and without striking a blow, Jehoshaphat gloriously triumphed over a Gentile army. We can, however, scarcely do otherwise than suppose that this valley on which the eye of vision rested as the scene of the remarkable transaction which the prophet here describes, was an imaginary one, and was called by him the valley of Jehoshaphat—“Jehovah judges”—because of its being the place of judgment. But while we do not think that the prophet conceives of this act of judgment as taking place in the material valley of Jehoshaphat—a valley of very limited extent—there is no reason why we should not believe that Joel in painting this prophetic scene had in his view the great deliverance which God gave to Jehoshaphat, when Ammon and Moab and Edom came up against him, and the Lord turned their swords every one against the other. There do we see God judging and destroying the nations and delivering His people.’

Verse 21
CHRIST IN HIS CHURCH
‘For the Lord dwelleth in Zion.’

Joel 3:21
The preceding verses graphically describe the destruction of the enemies of the Church of God. These enemies among the nations are to gather together their mighty men, and convert the instruments of peace into weapons of war. All their mighty ones are to assemble in great multitudes in the ‘valley of decision,’ the place of God’s judgment. Brought together in all their forces, as if for war, they are to be reaped in one harvest of destruction: ‘Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.’ But, amid all this, ‘the Lord will be the hope of His people,’ and He will have His dwelling-place in Zion.

I. The Lord’s abiding Presence with His Church on earth.—The Church is this Mount Zion, this city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. (1) The purposes of His Presence are: (a) He is the centre of its Unity. We are one in Him. The sun is the centre of the solar system, and Christ is this to His whole Church. There is nothing Christ so much desired, and nothing now so much needed, as the visible unity of the Church of God. (b) For its security. The boat on the Galilean Lake could not sink with Christ on board: nor can His Church fail while He is in the midst. (c) For its guidance. ‘Lo, I am with you always,’ etc. His promise has not failed. He is at the helm. (d) For its triumph. He still leads forth the valiant hosts who follow the standard of the cross. (2) The method of His Presence. (a) By His sacraments. (b) By His Spirit.

II. The Lord’s Presence with His Church in Heaven.—‘Where I am there ye may be also.’ He is, then, the centre of the concourse of the redeemed. It is God of which the text speaks, and our Saviour is the eternal God. There His Church is perfected in Him, and He is perfected in it. There bride and bridegroom are for ever united.

Learn: (1) The unspeakable privilege of your membership in His Church. Into this privilege you were introduced at your baptism. (2) The unspeakable necessity of a holy membership in His Church. Only by this can you be transferred, through Christ, from the Church Militant to the Church Triumphant.

Illustrations
(1) ‘God’s dwelling-place. With this the description begins and ends (Joel 3:17; Joel 3:21). His present home is in the heart of those whom He has redeemed (John 14:23; Ephesians 3:17). But the glory of Zion in the Millennial age is that God will dwell there (Ezekiel 48:35). Numerous blessings result from His indwelling. He makes “holy” every place where He abides (Ezekiel 48:17; Ezekiel 48:21); assures of unfailing security (Ezekiel 48:17; Ezekiel 48:20); and makes rich provision (Ezekiel 48:18). The history of Israel has shown that national judgments result from national sins. The future will prove that all blessings, temporal and spiritual, result from holiness.’

(2) ‘Jesus, Thy Church with longing eyes

For Thy expected coming waits:

When will the promised light arise,

And glory gleam from Zion’s gates?

Teach us in watchfulness and prayer

To wait for the appointed hour;

And fit us by Thy grace to share

The triumphs of Thy conquering power.’

